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Dixie Cup is now behinD us anD it is 
time for the 2018 offiCer eleCtions!!! 

Think you got what it takes to be an officer?! (a pulse is preferred, but not mandatory) 

Well step on up and throw your name in the running for something...anything...PLEASE!!! 

***SPOILER ALERT*** There’s already a DC Coordinator signed on for next year! 
His or her name rhymes with Bank Teller. Find out how wrong your guess is on page 2.

NOW LETS GET 
OUT THERE AND 
IMPEACH A 
WAZ!!!

Upcoming Events
December 3 / First Sunday 
& Officer Meeting @ Underr 
The Radar Brewing (1506 
Truxillo St)
December 9 / Brew-In @ 
DeFalco’s

•

•



Out (of) The Wazoo
Janine (J9) Weber, Grand Wazoo

Hey all you Foamies! (said while mimicking the Cookie Monster)
Have you recovered from Dixie Cup yet? Me neither! This is going to be 
short cuz I’m running on fumes – in terms of my term as Grand Wazoo! This 
is it folks, tonight y’all will impeach me and then it’ll be up to someone else 
to stand up and ask to be nominated for Wazoo. Then you vote him / her in 
and off I go… Woo Hoo! 

Hey, WTF! We all f*’n ROCKED at Dixie Cup! Lots of brewing and lots of 
GOOD brewing. A big shout out to Jeff Reilly who totally knocked it out 
of the park with his amazing meads and beers, but also for a bunch of us 

regular brewers who entered many many beers and managed to grab a small bundle of medals. It 
takes all of us to get the point tally to the top – and we did it! THANK YOU ALL!!! 

Yeah, I could go on all night with thank you’s. And I will (in person). Just know that every single 
person who helped at Dixie Cup did a bang-up job and helped to make it an epic adventure. Sure, not 
everything went as planned, but we got the medals handed out and folks went home happy. Super-
giant and special thanks to Bryce Gorman for being our scrounger Supreme. Because of him we have 
boxes and boxes of cool shit to raffle off tonight and for months to come. As one of the “new guys” 
he really went above and beyond. I hope he sticks around for a long time so that we can share our 
amazing homebrew with him. 

Next year will be even better because Hank Keller has stepped up to be D-Cup Coordinator. YAY!!!!! 
We will be doing it in a new venue which will have a whole new set of challenges and I hope you 
all start thinking about how you can contribute to making it a bigger success than this year’s Cup. 
If anyone knows of a good venue with an adjacent hotel, let Rebecca Weitzenhoffer (or one of the 
officers) know, so we can follow up.

About brewing……The Bluebonnet is coming up. Don’t forget about it (like I do almost every year). 
Brew now, during the cool days so that you’ll be ready to enter some excellent beers. If we get our 
shit together early enough, we can carpool north to Dallas as a team to give those guys a scare! It’s an 
amazing weekend event. Entries are due in the second half of January and the event is at the end of 
March. Start planning now. If you have a bunch of beers ready, it’ll set you up for all the subsequent 
competitions through the early part of the year. Think of the medals! And maybe a Best of Show!!!

Brew early, brew often. If you want to learn more about brewing, show the fuck up at the Brew-Ins. 
You’ll get hands-on experience and have a great time. If you want to learn more about brewing, 
subscribe to the magazines. I like Zymurgy (free with an AHA membership) and Brew Your Own. And 
BREW! And share your homebrew! And pay your freekin’ dues!!!

Cheers y’all!

J9, Wazoo of the Foam Rangers 2017
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Beer of the Month
By Phil Verdieck (Secondary)

IPA.

Ah IPA.  Glorious hops.  Resiny, Citrusy, Fruity, Bitter, just 
plain awesome.  The lovely singe of bitterness and flavor 
that says “I am alive!  I appreciate a kick in the taste 
buds! I am addicted and there is no hope for me!”  Its 
what we love and it has nothing to do with the original 
style.

History tells us the British had to hop the shit out of there 
Pale Ales to survive the 6 month trip to India.  When you 
consider the journey back then, around the Cape of Gool 
Hope, its a wonder half the product wasn’t consumed on 
the final leg of the journey.

The original British IPA’s last surviving example, Bass, is closer to what we consider an amber.   Be that 
as it may, the allure of IPA has remained undiminished through the ages to those with a pulse, who 
have a fraction of properly functioning taste buds.  It is a style that the unwashed masses are truly 
incapable of properly appreciating, much less consuming without running away in fear all the way 
home to mommy’s arms in tears whilst soiling themselves.

But to those of us with a palate for hops, those of us who appreciate flavor, those of us with a finely 
honed palate, a great IPA or I2PA or Double IPA or Imperial IPA or Triple IPA is a Holy Grail.  It is 
worth travelling far distances.  It is worth waiting in queues and trading for to acquire this holy nectar.  
We will go to the ends of the Earth, and in some cases farther.
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Royal Navy Sailors on shore 
leave in US after their first 

American IPA

I dont want to reproduce this to find a good IPA



If one sits back and considers, I dont believe 
there is a beer style that can showcase such 
a wide variety of flavor as an IPA.  While 
the style doesn’t showcase the full variety 
of malt range that other beers do (roast/
dark malts/dark fruits/chocolate/toffee/
coffee/etc.), there is still an amount of malt 
variance and those other styles can’t allow 
the wide range of varying hop flavors that 
IPA has.  Since IPA is all about the hops, 
there is no example too extreme that wont 
qualify.  And since the amount of malt can 
vary, sweeter examples are as acceptable 
as hop razors if we remain within the 
proper alcohol playground (and don’t wet 
ourselves).

IPAs have also displayed a spill over into other styles.  We have seen the emergence of Imperial Pale 
Lagers (IPL) - aggressively hopped lagers.  We have seen the wholesale and unabashed raping of the 
Pale Ale style with overly hopped examples.  There are American Hopped Pilsners out now (Founder 
PC Pils).  We have witnessed the oft failing and only occasionaly palatable Belgian IPA category 
which in many cases resembles a yeast and hops dumpster fire more than a quaffable beer.  Then 
there are Texas Browns, err Brown IPAs.  Then there are QueefCadian IPAs, err Black IPAs.  And there 
is still more.  Red, Rye and White IPA.  Style 21 of the BJCP guidelines has IPA and 6 subcategories 
under 21B Specialty IPA.  I would be shocked if there weren’t a couple of additions when the 2020+ 
guidelines come out.

We have taken and made the IPA style our own.  It has exceeded our borders and is appreciated 
world wide.  As they say, imitation is the sincerest form of flattery and the American IPA is now being 
imitated by its originators, across the pond.

Crowd of IPA fans waiting for
IPA delivery from England
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Foam Rangers Officer Meeting
Minutes by Mike Reed, Scrivener
November 5, 2017 @ City Acre Brewing

In attendance: 
Janine Weber, Denise Whitney, Phil Verdieck, Luke Whitney, Hank 
Keller (and later Paul Smith and Mike Heniff) 

City Acre: Nice little place tucked in a lived in neighborhood. Tried 
Mike Heniff’s Baltic Porter.

Discussions:
• Meeting began with recap of Dixie Cup, what worked and what 
didn’t
• November meeting and having a major raffle. Reminder by 
Denise that November meeting is elections as well
• Holiday party first Sunday in December at Eureka Heights. 
Discussion around funding it and inviting other clubs. Food is Pot 
Luck. Reiteration that holiday party is for introduction of officers 
and Toys for Tots.
• Discussion around handing over the reins and impeachment of the Waz which should take place at the 
November meeting. Need someone to step up because Janine is adamant that she get impeached. Also, we 
need a Secondary.
• More discussion about November meeting, elections and club by-laws, various positions and their 
responsibilities. Denise will send J9 an initial list of officer responsibilities and J9 will expand.
• Discussion around making the responsibilities known to everyone taking office
• Discussion around potential candidates for positions. Incumbents Denise Whitney, Mike Reed and Luke 
Whitney agreed to continue current roles.
• Discussion around Secondary and picking beers for the meetings. There are guidelines but Phil said, what’s 
the fun in that? “Guidelines, we don’t need no stink’n guidelines.”
• Little bit more about Waz and the coming year being a little easier because we already have a Dixie Cup 
coordinator. Hat’s off or beer mugs up to Hank for stepping up.
• Various discussions around declaring Janine unfit for Waz and Phil’s excess Barley wine
• More discussion about Dixie Cup and exploring different options for hotels and what spaces we need for 
judging, other activities and what the other activities should be:

 - Scott Dewalt is retired from spearheading the hotel 
search and Rebecca Weizenhoff      
volunteered to do it
 - Buying fewer shirts and having other merchandise to sell 
like glasses
 - What is the typical amount we start the year with?
 - Increasing membership rates and a better tracking system
• Voted to have Brewsletter editor become a voting position. 
Vote was unanimous in favor. [editor’s note: had I been 
allowed to vote before this vote took place, I would have 
strongly voted against the motion...]

Meeting adjourned at 3:11
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This Month in Foam Ranger History
Compiled by Bev Blackwood II

Five years ago – November 2012

In The Brewsletter: The usual rounds of post-Dixie Cup pats on 
the back and attaboys are handed out, along with a lot of broken 
toilet humor. The Foam Rangers returned the Dixie Cup to its 
rightful place at DeFalco’s and won the Lone Star Circuit Club 
of the Year in the bargain. A brief history of IPA and two recipes 
(including the first of two homebrew versions of Pliny the Elder 
shared publicly by Vinnie Cilurzo) are offered up by Secondary 
Bev.  Scrivener J9 actually recounts the events of the officer 
meeting in startling detail.  There are a large number of Dixie 
Cup photos, mostly of people drinking from the cup and women 
wearing skimpy costumes.

At The Meeting: Bev Blackwood is elected Grand Wazoo for 
a second time (his first was in 2001). Joined by Secondary Dan 

Muñoz, Scrivener Janine Weber, Purser Sharon Hayes, Brewsletter Editor Lindsey Muñoz, Competition 
Coordinator David Rogers, Dixie Cup Coordinator Will Holobowicz, Food God Noel Hart, and the 
ever present Bozo Head of Special Events, Scott Birdwell. Many IPAs are poured, sausage seemed to 
feature prominently (as the food item of the month). 

Other Events: David Cato, Grand Wazoo in 2000 and the longtime Foam Ranger data guru in 
absentia unexpectedly passed away in Portland, Oregon during early November.  Remembered for his 
great sense of humor, skill as a brewer and for his custom engineering of the Dixie Cup competition 
software, he remains very much missed as a brewer, friend and Foam Ranger.

Ten years ago – November 2007

In The Brewsletter: Graced with Fred Eckhardt’s nobly crowned visage, 
the contents are predictably Dixie Cup centric.  Much praise is heaped 
and many kudos are given. Secondary Scott DeWalt strays from this 
theme and talks about IPA’s and there’s a single article talking about 
Beerbo’s reaching the 3000 Barleywine milestone. Storge goes to Berlin 
and finds surprisingly few beers to talk about and Scrivener Doak urges 
everyone to bust ass to make the Foam Rangers the kick ass club that 
it is. The list of winners from the 2007 Dixie Cup is published, which is 
apparently no longer a thing.

At The Meeting: Scott DeWalt is elected Grand Wazoo, George “Stuey 
baby” West is elected Secondary, Eric Glaves becomes Scrivener, 
Rolland Pate is Purser and T-Bob gracefully (and gratefully) retires to 
become Was-Waz. Not much else is known from the few photos in the January Brewsletter, apart 
from the one where Sean is taping a bottle of Lagunitas IPA to T-Bob’s hand, apparently to prevent 
him from dropping it.

Other Events: None Noted.

T h e  F o a m R a n g e r s

All the beer thatÕs Þt to drink November- Volume 28 Pints- Issue  10

FO
AM RANGERS

HOM
EBREW CLUB - HO

US

TO
N

EST. 1981

Out of the Wazoo

Dixie Cup Results

Pictures 6 pages!!

Beerbo drinks 3000

Berliner Quest

November

Meeting:

Friday

November

16th

DefalcoÕs

8:00 p.m.

Fred King of the 

(Home)Brewers

Brewsletter Urque l l
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Fifteen years ago – November 2002

In The Brewsletter: The joys of winning, congratulations and 
expressions of gratitude for hard work make up the bulk of 
the issue’s columns.  Secondary Kuyler’s IPA history lesson is 
interesting and Scrivener Eric’s somewhat gonzo rendition of the 
event make for good reading.  Competition Coordinator B’ev 
gets a Klingon makeover and… holy crap, I entered HOW many 
beers? (32, in case you’re wondering) The Dixie Cup winner’s list is 
published, along with many photos of people in costumes at the 
Dixie Cup. Lighthearted political mockery is made (funny how that 
used to be a thing) of the race for Grand Wazoo.

At The Meeting: For the first time in a long time, there was a 
contested election for Grand Wazoo.  Kuyler Doyle was narrowly 
elected over surprise candiate Ron Solis after a hurried search for 
enough paper to actually use for ballots.  After that bit of drama, 
Michael Heniff is elected Secondary, Bill Widger is (unfortunately) elected Purser, Joe Lindsey flogs for 
competition entries and English Dave Capolarello is Scrivener.  Much IPA is consumed and everyone 
admires all the cool trophies we won.

Other Events:  For a brief, shining moment the Dixie Cup is the world’s largest single site homebrew 
competition, with 984 entries. The Dixie Cup returns from Florida, The Foam Rangers win Gulf Coast 
Homebrew Club of the year for the first time. The Night of The Living Fred was truly one of the best 
Dixie Cups ever.

Twenty years ago – November 1997 (Thank you Sean!)

In The Brewsletter: Grand Wazoo Steve Moore congratulates the club on winning the Dixie Cup in 
a tight 3-way race with NTHBA and Central FL. The Foam Rangers provide a 5 moon salute to Central 
FL.  This Dixie Cup lived in infamy for its graphic t-shirt and the controversial inclusion of what was 
presumed to be a “joke” category (Malt Liquor) in the points total, which provided the winning margin 
to the Foam Rangers. Some crazy kid named Bev documented it all for his Access Houston cable 
show, The Malt Show.

At The Meeting: Held at the Oddfellow’s Lodge in the Heights. BOM Porters and Stouts. Offerings 
from Anchor, Young’s, Guinness, Sierra Nevada, Bert Grant, HC Berger, Red Hook and North Coast 
(Old Rasputin) were served. 

Other Events: Dave Cato fell off the truck at the Dixie Cup breaking his arm. 

Twenty Five years ago – November 1992 (Thank you Sean!)

In The Brewsletter: Grand Wazoo Lou Carannante thanks everyone for their help with the Dixie Cup. 
Dixie Cup follow up takes up most of the issue. A letter from Karen Barela, Vice President of the AHA, 
is reprinted, congratulating everyone on the success of the Dixie Cup. 

At The Meeting: The meeting was held at the house of Andy and Sally Thomas. Andy’s extensive 
collection of brewing stuff was on display in the garage. BOM was Brown Ales, with brews from 
Newcastle, Santa Fe, Negra Modelo, Pete’s Wicked, McEwan’s Scotch Ale, and Corsendonk. 
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By The Brewsletter Urquell Cam-
paign Coverage Staff 

The campaign to become the Foam 
Rangers Grand Wazoo is promising to 
be the most hotly contested in History. 
Laredo Banker Tony Sanchez, fresh 
from his defeat by Rick “Governor Hair-
cut” Perry in the gubernatorial race, has 
spent 60 million from his personal for-
tune in his quest to become the most 
Powerful Man in Homebrewing. This is 
widely expected to set the record for 
most money spent in a Wazoo contest 
and already eclipses the previous re-
cord of no dollars spent. 

The campaign has already taken a 
negative turn. Sanchez has begun air-
ing advertisements in the Houston mar-
ket which allege that Foam Rangers 
Secondary Fermenter and Wazoo can-
didate Kuyler Doyle drank a case of 
Zima and then bitch-slapped a whole 
busload of nuns. Doyle has responded 
with advertisements claiming that San-
chez has never voted in previous Wa-
zoo elections and that Sanchez served 
only Miller Lite at his Bank’s company 

Sanchez Entry Into Contest Raises Stakes  
In Grand Wazoo Campaign 

By Jimmy Paige, 
Grand Wazoo
It was a fantastic Dixie 
Cup, from beginning 
to (especially) the end 
when we found out we 
had defended the Cup 
from our ever-growing 

list of friendly rivals.  In addition, we 
accumulated enough points to surpass 
BATF and North Texas to win Gulf 
Coast Homebrew Club of the Year, 
another first in Foam Ranger history. 
We achieved our goal of becoming the 
world’s largest single site homebrew 
contest with entries from all over the 
continental United States and Canada. 
Bravo! Foam Rangers, I cannot ex-
press how proud I am of being part of 
the winning team.

I want to thank Kuyler Doyle for his 

role as Coordinator.  His early planning 
and organization produced fantastic 
results.  Ron Solis, our supercharged 
Judging Coordinator, was always on 
the move.  He gave up his (excuse the 
medical terminology) proverbial left 
testicle to make sure the almost one 
thousand beers were judged by the 
most experienced and qualified panel 
of BJCP judges.  He was helped by 
Head Steward Eric Wooten, and trailer 
guards Troy Stearns and Tom Wita-
nek.  Bev Blackwood’s art for the Night 
of the Living Fred t-shirt was awesome 
and will have achieved cult status by 
the time you receive this newsletter.  
Soon Ebay will see record prices paid 
for these gems. Sean Lamb and Benny 
Dacres printed up a super program.

Again, Brock Wagner and Jesse Tor-
res of Saint Arnolds were invaluable 
for keeping the entries chilled to per-
fection and for early first round judging 
location.  Scott Birdwell, Landry Has-
sell, and Ray Philbrook handled a ton 
of UPS shipments to Defalcos.  We 
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The November  2002 

Candidate for Grand Wazoo Tony Sanchez Sits In On The Judging At The Dixie Cup 

had great commercial beer from An-
chor, Brenham Brewery, Saint Ar-
nold’s, Two Rows, Live Oak, Real Ale, 
and Blue Star. Please continue support 
these breweries.

Andrew Sheridan, Bill Widger, and 
Mike Lennox fried Cajun turkeys that 
blew our taste buds away during the 
potluck. Outstanding food from Joe 
Lindsey, Dave Power, Mark Muckleroy, 
Joe Perjak, the Lucketts and others! 
The two Mikes (Heniff and Wiley) and 
the Mashtronauts put on a memorable 
Fred Tasting: chocolate, stout and 
FRED.  What more could you ask for!  
Mr. Excitement kept us dry on the pub 
crawl, which definitely took its toll on 
veteran members of the Dixie Cup.  So 
much cheer was had by Sly Bastard 
Charles he could not wield the micro-
phone for the awards program. 

Congratulations to Elvis Karnowski, 
best of show beer and the man who 
came up with the theme for this year’s 

(Continued on page 2)

Dave Odom accused Steve Moore once 
being married to a Corona Extra sales 
representative”. 

(Continued on page 3) 

picnic. 

Rice University Political scientist Bob 
Stein commented, “We have not seen 
this level of acrimony in a Grand Wazoo 
election since 1996 when “Diamond” 
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Other Events: A homebrewer’s Computer BBS, the Houston Brewing University, is opened to public 
use. 

Thirty years ago – November 1987 (Thank you Sean!)

In The Brewsletter:  Dixie Cup follow-up stuff takes up much of the issue. A recollection of the 
Halloween Pub Crawl was written by interim editor Scott Birdwell. 

At The Meeting: Held Friday November 20th at The Gingerman. 20-25 Rangers made it. Beer of 
the Month was Oktoberfest. Two were available, Paulaner and Spaten. The slate of candidates for 
the next years officers were discussed: Grand Wazoo Don Wilson, & Secondary Mike Seidnesticker. 
The meeting adjourned to the Birdwell residence, where a tape of the coverage of the Dixie Cup by 
Channel 13 news was viewed. 

Other Events: Tim Case (future GABF award winning brewer at the Houston Brewery) and Dave Lupin 
joined the club 

Thirty five years ago – November 1982

The Pre-Brewsletter era…



Dixie Cup XXXIV

Guest Speaker: Aaron Inkrott
St. Arnold Brewing

Damn fine looking awards

Guest Speaker: Sean Spiller
Jester King Brewery

Aaron & Sean pretending to 
not be bored by your “good” 

questions

Stuart pulling off the Fred 
Tasting in style (Chimay Not)

Our scrounger, Bryce, drinking 
for the first time (from the cup)

New blood!!!

Your proud (and exhausted) 
Waz and Purser

There was a lot of insulting of feet 
going on here, but I think the rest of 

us are the only ones who got hurt

Just because you can’t dance, 
that doesn’t mean you 

shouldn’t

Celebrating the Zealots not 
getting the cup
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I  WANT TO BE SOMEBODY IN PARTICULAR!
SIGN ME UP TO BECOME A MEMBER OF
THE FOAM RANGERS HOMEBREW CLUB!

2 0
1 8

NAME(S)
ADDRESS

CITY/STATE/ZIP
MEMBER E-MAIL

2ND MEMBER E-MAIL
AMOUNT PAID

PHONE
NEW RENEWAL CHANGE OF ADDRESS

Membership Fee: $40.00 Individual / $60.00 Family (Member +1)

Paid between October 31, 2017 and December 31, 2017: $35.00 / $55.00 (Pay early and save!)

All memberships include Dixie Cup admission!

Please make checks payable to: The Foam Rangers
Bring this form (and your payment) to the next club meeting, drop it off at DeFalco’s, or send it to:

 Detatch & Keep!  Detatch & Keep  Detatch & Keep  Detatch & Keep  Detatch & Keep

Welcome to the Foam Rangers! Now get connected!
We have two E-mail lists:
The Foam Rangers Discussion List & the Foam Rangers Announce List
What’s the difference?
The Foam Rangers Discussion list is where people can interact and reply to the posts of other Foam 
Ranger list members.
The Foam Rangers Announce list is where the Grand Wazoo posts club announcements and is not a 
discussion list. Anything posted to the Announce list will be posted to the Discussion list, so you don’t 
have to subscribe to both.

To subscribe to the Discussion list, send an e-mail to:

foam-rangers-join@foamrangers.com

To subscribe to the Announce list, send an e-mail to:

foam-rangers-announce-join@foamrangers.com

You will receive a reply from the server with instructions for confirming your subscription. Follow the 
instructions to complete the subscription process.

Once you have successfully subscribed, you will receive a reply with the list guidelines as well as 
instructionss for unsubscribing.

The Foam Rangers

@FoamRangers


